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WECAN Academy 2026

Programme Overview

The 8th edition Academy is a four-day in-person event (25-28 June, 2026) bringing together
advocates from across Europe. This event will take place at Novotel Gdansk Marina,
Gdansk, Poland.

Sessions are led by experts in oncology, research, healthcare regulatory process, policy, and
advocacy, with interactive workshops, peer learning, and best practice sharing.

Find below the Academy Programme for the Academy 2026.

Thursday, June 25 2026
8.00-9.00 Smart Start, Registration
9.00-10.00 | Welcome & Setting the Scene
10.00 - 11.00 | Evidence-Based Advocacy Basics
11.00-11.30 | Coffee break

11.30 - 12.30 | Drug Development Basics
12.30-13.30 | Lunch

13.30-14.30

14.30-15.15

15.15-15.45 | Coffee break

15.45-16.45 | Ethical issues in patient advocacy

17.00-18.00 | Open mic on best cases / worst cases
19.00-21.00 | Dinner

Friday, June 26 2026

8.00-9.00 Master Class Registration, joint sessions
9.00-10.00 Financial Sustainability of Your Organisation

NGO (Good) Governance: To avoid Crisis in Your Organisation,
10.00 - 10.45 | ensuring transparency and integrity

10.45-11.00 | Coffee break
11.00-12.00

12.00-13.00
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13.00-14.00 | Lunch

How to Influence the Research Agenda and Get Involved
14.00 - 15.00 | in External Research Projects
15.00 - 15.30 | Coffee break
15.30 - 16.15 | Radiotherapy: introductory session on methodology
16.15-17.00 | Volunteer Management
17.00-18.00 | All Stakeholders informal networking exchange
19.00-20.00 | Dinner

Saturday, June 27 2026
10.00- 11.00 | How do we ensure Patient-Centricity in Clinical Trials
11.00- 11.30 | Coffee break
11.30 - 13.00 | Reading and Interpreting Scientific Data
13.00-14.00 | Lunch
14.00 - 15.00 | Communications and Good Practice
15.00 - 15.45 | Al tools and methods in patient advocacy
15.45-16.00 | Coffee break
16.00-17.00 | Graduation ceremony for Smart Start attendees
17.00 - 18.00 | WECAN Science hub & posters hall
19.00-21.00 | Dinner

Sunday, June 28 2026
8.30-9.45
9.45-10.30
10.30- 10.45 | Coffee break

Evidence-Based Advocacy Advanced: based on real case
10.45-12.30 | studies
12.30-13.00 | Additional closed doors session for the participants
13.00-13.30 | Graduation ceremony for Master Class Attendees

13.30-14.30

Lunch
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